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Place-names can be considered as reliable evidence in the study of cultural 
geography. The aspects of culture, sociology and history of geographical 
areas have been truthfully recorded in the prefixes and suffixes of place-
names. The fossilized- footprints of migrations of communities and concepts 
in the past can be traced back layer after layer and read from the effortlessly 
preserved gene- pool of names. If advanced through scientific means, 
following an inter-disciplinary approach with regard to other branches of 
knowledge such as epigraphy, archaeology and literature, toponymy can be 
regarded as an effective tool for unraveling the unknown pages of history 
and as collateral evidence that throws further light on the known history. 
 
Theophoric names have been used as place name material all over the world 
from time immemorial. The name of Lord Jagannath, the presiding deity of 
Orissa has been used in the toponymy of many villages in India and in 
Bangladesh. This article provides a statistical account of occurrence of 
Jagannath as a place name prefix.  
 
Jagannath as a place name material (while rendering in Roman script) is 
spelt in two different manners. In some places the spelling ‘Jagannath’ is 
used in which the consonant ‘n’ is germinated. In the second usage i.e. 
‘Jaganath’ the consonant ‘n’ does not germinate and the single consonant is 
used. Though both the usages denote the same meaning, statistical details 
have been compiled separately to ensure accurate identification. 
 
Jaganath/Jagannath as place-name prefixes occur in Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, 
Karnataka, Maharastra, MadhyaPradesh, Orissa, Rajastan, Tamilnadu, 
Tripura, UttarPradesh and West Bengal and Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
in India1 and in different parts of Bangladesh. 
                                                
1 The newly created states like Chattishgarh, Jharkhand and Uttaranchal do not figure separately and they 
have been shown as part of the respective parent state 
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Jaga(n) nath in Indian Place names 
There are 316 villages and towns with Jaganath/Jagannath prefixed place-
names in India.2 Jagannath as a place-name prefix (including mono-word 
place names) occurs in 204 places in India. Jagannath as a mono-word place 
name (i.e. with out having prefix, suffix divisions) occurs once each in Koch 
Bihar and Nadia districts of West Bengal. Jagannathi as a mono-word place 
name with no divisible suffix occurs once in Baleshwar district of Orissa. 
Apart from the three mono-word place names mentioned above, Jagannath 
as a prefix is used in the company of different suffixes such as Pur, Pura, 
Puri, Puram, Dera, Giri, Puram, Palle, Pali, Diachak, Prasad, Bhatta, Sasan, 
Khunta, Patana, Ballav, Patti, Mehru, Gokela, Bati, Chak, Karbar, Para, Di, 
etc., in India. However, of all the suffixes ‘pur’ seems to be the most 
recurrent one that occurs with the prefix Jagannath. The second- usage i.e. 
Jaganath as a place name prefix occurs in 112 instances in India. This 
includes the singular occurrence of Jaganath as a mono word place name in 
Basti district of Uttar Pradesh. Jaganath occurs with similar suffixes as in the 
case of Jagannath in various parts of the country.  
 
 Understandably, Orissa, the land of Jagannath tops the table with 154 
Jaganath/ Jagannath pre fixed place names (98 spelt as Jaganath and 56 as 
Jagannath). West Bengal has as many as 86 such place names. In Bihar there 
are 11 villages. In the northeast, Assam and Tripura account for 
Jagannath/Jaganath prefixed place names. Andaman has a singular 
occurrence. In north, Uttar Pradesh has the maximum with 35 such names. 
In south, Tamilnadu has four such places; Andhra Pradesh five; and 
Karnataka one. In Kerala we don’t find any Jaganath prefixed place name. In 
western India, Rajastan accounts for eight such occurrences and Gujarat for 
two. The lists of place names with Jaganath, Jagannath prefix in India are 
given as Annexure-I and II respectively. 

Jaga(n)nath in Place names of Bangladesh: 
In the neighbouring Bangladesh we have many villages with 
Jaganath/Jagannath prefixed names indicating the influence of Jagannath 
cult in those areas. In Bangladesh also the name is spelt either as Jaganath or 
Jagannath, but mostly as Jagannath. To our knowledge there are at the least 
37 place names in Bangladesh with Jagannath or Jaganath as prefix. There 
                                                
2  The Indian place names mentioned in this article are the names of the census villages as per Census of 
India, 1991. 
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are as many as 26 villages named as Jagannathpur in Bangladesh. Besides, 
Jagannath as a prefix appears with suffixes like Bari, Hat, Di, Kandi, Dia, 
and Patti. The list of Jagannath/ Jaganath prefixed place-names of 
Bangladesh is given as Annexure- III with geographical coordinates 
indicating latitudes and longitudes of the locations. 
 
A closer look at the search results for Orissa reveals the patterns of 
distribution of Jaganath/Jagannath prefixed place names.3. The undivided 
Cuttack district has the maximum with 42 such places (Jaganath 
31;Jagannath 11), Puri has 25 places (Jaganath 10; Jagannath 15), Ganjam 
records 24 (Jaganath 23; Jagannath 1) and Balasore returns 21 such names 
(Jaganath 8; Jagannath 13). Of other districts, Mayurbhanj has 9; Kendujhar 
8; Koraput 7; Dhenkanal 6; Kalahandi 4; Balangir 3; Phulbani and 
Sambalpur two each and Sundergarh one. 
 
Future studies involving the aspects of epigraphy, literature, folklore and 
local traditions of the areas where the Jagannath/Jaganath prefixed names in 
currency in India and elsewhere can throw further light on the subject and 
can help us to appreciate the contours of the Jagannath Cult in a better 
manner. 
 
 

*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
3 The districts of Orissa mentioned here are undivided ones. The statistics relating to the new districts are 
clubbed with the parent districts as the data has been compiled as per 1991 Census. 
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