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tamilconcordance.in/). SiB&& Q&mM6d GH6v ‘LiEhEFTHIW
{ITeY’ etetm @LIMmerfled Lisw @Lmhis6rTlen|ld ‘&(HSEIs6T
Q& mesoTL HT6V sTestéhlm Qumherfley Flev @L raigserfley|d
LwesTU(hSSLILIL(HeTeng). Steudflev Flev: HTeL Ml Lisvsu
(@QmBEBmev 59), HTev @Bl LY (FmILIM 230) , [TV M
6U6VEU (SIBLID 114), (PG [HITEL (SGLD 181).

BHBEBSM6T 2.1 LIL LFH G 6vT68TE D& S 65018 (S, [T6L&61Tl6n
608G CuHULL GLMhis6T6H HITeY T6dTn) G&Tey
LwesTU(HSSLILL(HeTeng). Fhis Qev&&IWLSHe0 QHHS
UL Hlemeounev ‘Hrey sTestm Q& med ‘Lighdleotmey
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2 GBUTLM(GLD [HT6V’ TetTLemSEIIL & sLomest GLrhisserflev
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M GUISSHIL CLEEUSTEV [HTeN6VE SHHMEY, [HITEL

seveall eresTLUMEMM(H ‘HITEY 6T65TM @&FMEL LITeUeNEELD
QuUMIEIDF. H6v6lE SHHMEL LITEUEONSSHLD HEDLHS
Blemevuiley g FMIHS HITEY 6T65TD) G&FTELEYILD
LIT6UeVTSELD SHeMmLSIMG) 6T6sTeuLD. Gev&d s Sl etteulf)
BIT6Y eT68Tm QUT(H6flenisT MHmb GFHLL Lengwb
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LIl maSS6d QUISST sttt LesTU([HSSLILL (D66
(A comparative dictionary of Indo-Aryan languages. 8413).
BrevieWMflenid efeomdluilepid ‘LSS0’ eT6dTm QFT6d
sneseTlIL(h&mG). Qemeuwilfesst(Hd FLo6soT HIELEHETNS
SilwliuBuensy. Fesotd SLS1p& SHevel auFeonmflsh
WPEHW QL EHMSE Q&TeTsT(H6T6NG). QFHem6nTd QEQFT60
vwestum GL(h Qemetordgill UMjseHe0 Geaueor(hLb.
Sleuailgeser(n LIML_6v& e LesTeu(mHomm),

LUS55CW &mev QFMEGSHSID QUMHET QgIflwmy

2 55 &L ereveud BlemmLiLflggib HMI Sieuhenm
Gumhmb LeveuHw CeuBm GuM(mHeT Gsflbg!
GCammib Lieveuhd Geumi (HTeVIWITT 32-8)

261Q\6BoTT(H Faemm 6T(L&HSBTEvsT LiSHSHSHLD
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61651 QFMEL [BT6bT(S L MhIG6TTaVID, HIHOUIT(HETEHET 6T65Tm
@&y (H QL &Sle|d LietTL(HSSLILIL(DeiT6ret.
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61601 BB BS TSI USSELD 61601 GleFTed
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Qaefleuns aflens@EHmg:

LIEh&FB6tT QEm6L6VTLI LIgg)|eU6d QempWINE:E
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Name Authority in Cataloguing
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ARC cataloguing is basically the process of
M preparing entries for a library catalogue. It

tells us what material a library contains on
a given author or subject and where it may be found
in a library. Three aspects are always given in the
MARC record, namely description, access points and
subject headings. MARC fields in 2XX to 5XX fields
cover the descriptive portion of the MARC record.
Fields 1XX and 7XX devoted to the access points and
6XX fields for the subject. The 1xx, 6xx and 7xx needs
uniformity and consistency. That's why the concept of
Name Authority was introduced by the international
cataloguing community.Name authority control is
one of the aspects of bibliographic cataloguing,
ensuring consistency in the representation of
names across the library database system. Before
the advent of formal authority control, libraries managed
names through manual catalogues, often resulting in
inconsistencies in spelling, format, and order. Early
librarians relied on handwritten ledgers and printed
book catalogues, making it difficult to standardize
names across different collections. As libraries grew, the
need for systematic control of personal, corporate, and
geographic names became evident.

Brief History of Cataloguing Rules:

Anthony Panizzi's 91 Rules (1841):

Developed for the British Museum Library, these rules
aimed to provide consistency in catalogue entries,
including author names.

C. A Cutter’s Rules for a Dictionary Catalogue
(1876): Introduced principles for the arrangement of
names in catalogues, emphasizing uniformity.

Anglo-American Cataloguing Rules (AACR) (1967):
Provided international guidelines for name authority
control, leading to improved standardization in
library catalogues.

RDA (Resource Description and Access) (2010):
Replaced AACR2, offering more flexible and
internationally applicable name authority guidelines.

Authority records describe the preferred forms

of personal names and corporate bodies used

as headings in a MARC record, along with cross-
references from variant forms of the name. A name
authority file often includes a few key facts about the
entry to help ensure that the name being checked
matches the entity represented by the authority
record. It includes birth and death dates, and other
details to distinguish the same name from another
person. The authority record might include notes
about works, nationality, or occupation to ensure that
the heading is applied correctly.

Name authority control refers to the practice of
establishing unique, standardized forms of names

to be used across bibliographic records. This

prevents variations, discrepancies, and ambiguities in
cataloguing, thereby enhancing information retrieval.
Authority records in MARC format ensure that a single
form of a name is consistently applied to all relevant
bibliographic entries.

Structure of a MARC Authority Record

There is a separate metadata schema for name
authority. It is called MARC authority Format. It
comprises several key fields that define and control
the standardization of names. These fields include:

* 001 - Control Number:
A unique identifier for the authority record.

* 100 - Heading-Personal Name:
Stores the authorized form of a personal name.

* 110 - Heading-Corporate Name:
Records the standardized form of an
organization’s name.

* 151 - Heading-Geographic Name:
Represents the standardized form of a place
name.

e 400, 410, 451 - See References:
Indicate variant forms of the name.
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500, 510, 551 - See Also References:
Link related names.

670 - Source Data Found:
Cites sources that justify the choice of name form.

These fields ensure that users searching for an author, institution, or place can retrieve
all related records under a single, standardized heading.

The authorized heading for the LglenwliLfggest as found in the Name Authority File
maintained by Library of Congress.

LC control no.:

LCCN Permalink:
Descriptive conventions:
LC classification:
Personal name heading:
Variant(s):

Associated place:

Birth date:

Death date:

Field of activity:
Profession or occupation:
Found in:

Associated language:

n 81033385

https:/lcen.loc.gov/n81033383

rda

PL4758.9.P7

Putumaippittan, 1906-1948

Pudhumaipithan, 1906-1948

Pudumai Pittan, 1906-1948

Pudumaippiththan, 1906-1948

Pudumeipittan, 1906-1948

Putumai-p-pittan, 1906-1948

Putumaip Pittan, 1906-1948

Vi., Co., 1906-1948

Viruttacalam, C., 1906-1948

Viruttacalam, Co.. 1906-1948

Vriddhachalam, S., 1906-1948

Tamil Nadu (India)

1906

1948

Tamil fiction

Authors, Tamil

Author’s Putumaippittan kataikal, 1966.

Pudumeipittan, 1993.

Kanmani Kamalavukku, 1994: p. 10 (Co. V1.) cover (Co. Viruttacalam)
His Cirrapnai, 1964: t.p. (Putumaippittan)

Putumaippittan parri Rakunatan, 2005: t.p. verso (Pudumaippiththan)
Putumaippittan, muttukkal pattu, 2007: t.p. (Putumaippittan) t.p. verso (Pudhumaipithan)
tam

Importance of Name Authority in MARC

1.

Consistency in Cataloguing: Without name authority control, variations in name
spellings, abbreviations, and formats can cause fragmentation in search results.
Standardized authority records maintain uniformity in bibliographic databases.

Enhanced Search and Retrieval: Users searching for a particular author or
corporate entity benefit from name authority control, as it ensures that all works by
the same entity are linked under a single heading.

Interoperability Across Libraries: Libraries that use MARC authority records,
such as those following Library of Congress standards, ensure compatibility
and consistency across library networks, enabling resource sharing and
cooperative cataloguing.
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4. Disambiguation of Similar Names: Many authors or corporate bodies may have
similar or identical names. Authority records include additional distinguishing
information, such as birth and death dates, corporate location, or field of activity,
to clarify identities.

Authority Files: Library of Congress Name Authority File (LCNAF)
Introduction

The Library of Congress Name Authority File (LCNAF) is a crucial tool in bibliographic
cataloguing, ensuring consistency and accuracy in the representation of personal,
corporate, conference, and geographic names. Managed by the Library of Congress
(LC), LCNAF standardizes name forms across libraries worldwide, facilitating efficient
information retrieval and resource sharing.

The LCNAF originated in the early 20th century as part of the Library of Congress's
efforts to standardize cataloguing practices. Key milestones in its development include:

* 1910s: The Library of Congress begins compiling standardized name entries.
* 1960s: The introduction of MARC facilitates electronic authority control.

* 1976: The Name Authority Cooperative (NACO) program is launched, allowing
libraries to contribute to the authority file.

Challenges in Name Authority Control

While name authority control in MARC offers numerous benefits, it also presents
challenges:

* Updating Records: Changes in names (e.g., due to marriage, corporate mergers)
require continuous updating of authority records.

* Multilingual Considerations: Names appearing in different scripts or
transliterations must be accommodated while maintaining cross-language
consistency.

* Cataloguing Workload: Creating and maintaining authority records requires
skilled cataloguers.

Conclusion:

Name authority control in MARC plays a vital role in maintaining the integrity and
usability of library catalogues. By standardizing personal, corporate, and geographic
names, MARC authority records enable efficient cataloguing, accurate information
retrieval, and seamless interoperability among libraries. Despite its challenges, name
authority control remains indispensable in modern bibliographic practices, ensuring
that library users can access information accurately and efficiently. NACO Name
Authority Institute located at the Library of Congress, Washington DC provides training
on Name authorities. RMRL got this training in 2006.
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Understanding the purpose of digitization

M. Manikanda Subbu
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reserving knowledge is essential for any society. Knowledge is passed down to

future generations through preservation, and the medium of preservation plays

a vital role in this process. The longest-surviving documents are those engraved
in stone. Even today, we can see ancient inscriptions carved on temple walls and rocks
that have endured for over a thousand years. However, stone is not an ideal medium
for preserving large amounts of information, nor is it portable. Palm leaves were one of
the best mediums for preserving knowledge, but palm-leaf manuscripts have been lost
over time due to factors such as aging and climate. With the advent of print technology,
much of the knowledge preserved in palm-leaf manuscripts, including Sangam
literature, folk traditions, and medicinal knowledge, has been transferred to books.

Paper is a very fragile material, making it unsuitable for long-term preservation. It must
be reprinted continuously or preserved in another format. In the 20th century, there
was a global effort to safeguard the world's knowledge. Microfilm emerged as one of
the best preservation techniques, developed during the world wars and later adopted
for preserving the content of books, magazines, and other materials. Even today, it is
considered one of the most reliable methods for long-term preservation. However, the
difficulty in sourcing raw materials and the high cost of the process have made it a less
preferred method for preservation in many archives worldwide.
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With the development of digital technology over the past 20 years, many devices

are now capable of capturing images. From powerful overhead scanners and

portable flatbed scanners to DSLR cameras and handheld mobile phones, there are
numerous options for digitizing books. However, not all images meet the standards

of archival quality. Archival images are high-resolution images captured for long-term
preservation, and they must retain their quality and integrity over time. Several factors
must be considered when capturing archival images. Before exploring these factors, it
is essential to understand the importance of archival images.

Archival images are primarily captured for long term preservation, that is, to pass on
the knowledge to the next generation. Hence, it is crucial to capture images in a format
and quality which will survive over time and technological advancements. Hence, the
archival community has developed certain standards for capturing archival images.

Some of the key things to be considered while capturing archival images are
Format - It has to be lossless format. TIFF format is accepted as archival quality

Resolution - High-resolution images are mandatory for archival images as they
contains most of the information as the original object

Colour - Earlier, grayscale was adopted, but now, color images are preferred. However,
the images must be taken after white balance and colour correction.
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The archival images don't undergo editing, such as color correction or cropping, after
the image is taken. It is important to note that the archival image should be in TIFF and
not in any other formats such as JPG or PNG.This is because TIFF is a non-compressed
format, which contains the maximum information of the object. However, other
formats (such as jpg or png) are compressed formats, which store only minimum
information about the object, mainly to conserve storage space. These are good for
viewing and sharing through the internet. However, they are unsuitable for archiving,
as the images of this format are generated based on a compression algorithm. Also,
they are not stable enough to be preserved long-term. They may get corrupted while
transferring, copying or editing. Also, they are not suitable for Optical Character
Recognition (OCR).

However, these compressed formats are useful in dissemination. As the size of these
images is low, they are ideal for setting up digital libraries. Using the compressed,
low-size images will help to quickly load the files while reading ebooks through
mobiles. In such scenarios, the JPG images are easily converted from the TIFF images
through batch processing. So, the archives will have high quality TIFF images and also
compressed quality dissemination images.

Through this we can understand that the objective of digitization in an archive is mainly
creation of archival images, which is for long-term preservation and this is the archive’s
primary goal. Creating digital images and disseminating them through digital libraries
are the byproducts of the archival process. The archival process doesn’t end with
creating archival images and sets of dissemination images.

Another important process in the archival pipeline is creating metadata for the images.
Metadata is the one which makes the images meaningful. Metadata should be clear
and comprehensive at the image level and folder level. Proper metadata enables

easy retrieval of the files and folder in the future. Also, it would be helpful in creating

a digital library, both in the archivist's perspective and the user's perspective. The
metadata will be immensely helpful while the user searches for particular books or
periodicals through the digital library portal. If the retrieval system is not good, the
digitization process will become meaningless.

Long-term preservation demands proper long-term storage of images. The storage
may be either local or cloud storage. Also, it is necessary to store the images in

more than one location. This is very helpful in case of natural calamities or disasters.
Maintaining a proper storage involves a recurring cost for the archives and requires
continuous monitoring. Hence, the process of archiving doesn’'t end with just digitizing
the material or creating the metadata or after setting up the digital library. It is a never-
ending process as we have to preserve the digital images in proper storages forever.
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Upcoming events at RMRL
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19-04 - 2025, 10.00 am : 75-Year Journey of the Constitution of India
Rakesh Endowment Lecture for Justice and Equity

Lecture by Hon'ble Mr. Justice Jasti Chelameswar

Venue: Museum Theatre, Museum Compound, Pantheon Road, Egmore, Chennai - 08
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